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DENMARK

DEMOSTHENES, de mos'tlie nees (about
383-322 B. c.), the most eloquent orator of
antiquity, perhaps the greatest of all time,
and one of the noblest characters in history.
His father left him a considerable fortune,
of which his guardians attempted to defraud
him. At the age of seventeen he conducted a
suit against them himself and gained his
cause. His success led him to study oratory
,and, though his lungs were weak, his artic-
ulation defective and
his gestures awkward,
by perseverance lie at
length surpassed all
other orators in power
and grace. Against
Philip of Macedon, who
was attempting to place
himself at the head of
the Greek states, he di-
rected his famous con- DEMOSTHENES
demnatory orations known as the Philippics.

He was present at the Battle of Chaeronea
(380 B. c.), in which the Athenians and
Boeotians were defeated by Philip and Greek
liberty was crushed. On the accession of
Alexander in 336, Demosthenes tried to stir
up a general rising against the Macedonians,
but Alexander at once adopted measures of
extreme severity, and Athens sued for mercy.
It was with difficulty that Demosthenes es-
caped. In 324 he was imprisoned on a false
charge of having received a bribe from one
of Alexander's generals, but managed to es-
cape. On the death of Alexander in the next
year he returned from exile, but when the
Oreeks were again defeated by the Macedon-
ians he was forced to leave. This time he
took refuge in the temple of Poseidon, in the
Island of Calauria, on the coast of Greece.
Here it is believed he poisoned himself to es-
cape the emissaries of Antipater.

DEMURRER, demurer, a pleading in a
case at law which seeks the court's judgment
as to (1) whether the facts, even if admitted,
are not insufficient to sustain the opposing
claim, or (2) whether some other defect in
the presentation of the case does not con-
stitute a legal reason why the opposing party
should not be allowed to proceed.

DENA'RHJS, a Roman silver coin, origi-
nally worth ten, and later sixteen, of the
pieces called as, the change being made when
the weight of the a$ was reduced, on account
of the scarcity of silver. The denarius was
equivalent to about fourteen cents of Ameri-

can and Canadian money. There are also a
gold denarius, equal in value to twenty-five
silver ones.

DENATURED ALCOHOL. See ALCO-
HOL, subhead Denatured Alcohol.

DENISOW. TEXAS, a city in Grayson
County, seventy-four miles north of Dallas,
on the Frisco, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas,
the Texas & Pacific, the Southern Pacific,
the Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf railroads and
interurban and bus lines. It is an important
railroad center in an agricultural country,
producing grain, cotton, peanuts, fruits and
vegetables, and it contains cotton, cotton-
seed oil, peanut and flour mills and manu-
factures of mattresses, machinery, ice and
other articles. The important buildings in-
clude the Saint Francis Xavier's Academy,
a Union depot and a Federal building. There
are two hospitals. The town was settled in
1872, was a city in 1891, and has commission
government. Population, 1930, 13,850.

EFMARK, the smallest of
the three Scandinavian
kingdoms of Europe, the
others being Norway and
Sweden. It consists of
the continental peninsula
of Jutland and a number
of islands, of which the
most important are
Fiinen and Zealand. On
the latter is the northern
portion of the capital city
of Copenhagen; the
southern portion occupies
the adjacent coast of the
small island of Amager.
Including the Faroe Is-
lands, north of Scotland,
the Danish kingdom, has
an area of 16,576 square miles, and is more
than twice as large as Massachusetts. In
1930 the population of Denmark proper was
3,550,700, about equal to that of the city of
Chicago. There are 214 people to the square
mile, as compared with about 529 for Massa-
chusetts.

Denmark is a kingdom in the sea, for it has
but one land boundary. It is separated from
Norway on the north by the Skagerrak; from
Great Britain on the west by the North Sea j
and from Sweden on the east by the Baltic
Sea, the Sound and the Cattegat; Schleswig-
Holstein, which became a part of Prussia in
1866, but was originally Danish, lies to the

